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APPENDIX Il
STATEMENT BY
SENATOR THE HONOURABLE JANET JAGAN
MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS

On 15th June, 1963, less than a year ago, His Excellency the Govern-
or by instrument under the Public Seal appointed me as Minister of Home Af-
fairs and charged me under the Constitution with, among other things, re-

sponsibility for certain matters and Departments of Government. Among these
were —

the maintenance of public safety and public order and the Police De-
partment.

A few days later I entered this House as a Senator under the Constitution.

2. I did not expect my Ministry to be a bed of roses. I recognised
that my Ministry was of supreme importance. . The maintenance of law and or-
der is one of the first duties of a Government. I was also not unaware of the
problems that had arisen in respect of the Police Force. Indeed, my appoint-
ment was heralded by an expression of these problems in a practical form.

No one will easily forget the sordid events that took place on 30th May,
1963, at the funeral of my predecessor and friend, the late Senator Claude
Christian. I know that you, Mr. President, will remember this only too well,
You will recall that you were in charge of the funeral arrangements and had
discussions with the Police on 'the matter. The Police were advised that
there would be a large number of people at the funeral and that the burial
place should be cordoned off and other security precautions taken for their
safety. In spite of all advice, and indeed, in spite of the disorderly be-
haviour of crowds at the funeral parlour and at the Brickdam Cathedral, the
Police took no precautions. In the event, Ministers of the Government and
bereaved relatives and friends of the late Minister were viciously attacked
at the cemetery, and this in turn resulted in racial outbursts, grevious in-
jury to persons and serious loss to property later the same evening. A re-
port by the Commissioner of Police on these events stated in part -

"In all 50 civilians were injured, 42 of them

being East Indians, 6 Africans and 2 Portuguese.
20 of these detained in hospital, 3 of them being
considered as seriously hurt. 3 Policemen were
injured, none of them seriously.
20 persons were arrested by the Police for varying
offences.
3 cars were damaged and 1 shop broken into. There
were 20 reports of larceny from the person but most
of these involved the injured persons mentioned in
the preceding paragraph.
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